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Background Information from Marilou Johnson 

 
Here are the proposed options: 

1. JMU takes the Labor Day Holiday without making up the instructional time 
2. Take Labor Day; begin the semester two days earlier (the previous week), using the Thursday as a 

"Monday" 
3. Don't observe the Labor Day holiday 

Here are some other facts/observations: 

• We currently have 14 Mondays in the fall calendar and 42 MWF class periods 
• If we observe Labor Day, it would be reduced to 13/41 (unless the semester starts earlier) 
• GMU, Richmond, ODU, and W&M all have 41 MWF class periods; VT and UVA have 42 
• VT, ODU, and GMU observe Labor Day 
• Observing Labor Day would have its largest impact on classes that ONLY meet on Mondays 

Morgan's Thoughts/Observations 
 
This issue is similar to the spring exam schedule that we discussed both last year and the year before. Extrapolating 
from that discussion, here's what I believe: 

• Reasons faculty will be FOR observing Labor Day 
o Labor Day is a day to remember Americans who fought, and sometimes died, to obtain humane 

treatment of workers (40 hour work week; ending child labor). It is disrespectful for JMU to be 
open that day, and it sets a bad example for our students, whom we are ostensibly trying to 
shape into "enlightened citizens" 

o Some will be happy not to have to arrange special child care that day and/or to spend the holiday 
weekend with friends/family 

o Some will be happy to have another day off and a long weekend 
• Reasons faculty will be AGAINST observing Labor Day 

o Faculty will not want to give up ANY instruction time, especially for lab classes or classes that use 
specialized facilities; this will cause some scheduling headaches 

o Some will argue that it undermines rigor and our academic mission 
o Alternatively, some will not be happy about starting the semester earlier, cutting short their class 

prep time 
o Students are likely to use this as an extra opportunity to party 
o Grumpiness at perception of not having been adequately consulted before the last major 

schedule change (when spring exams were pushed back to accommodate a 2-day graduation 
schedule) 

o Starting the semester early will disrupt pre-semester departmental event schedules 
• Other Considerations 

o We currently observe MLK Day at the beginning of spring semester and faculty have figured out 
how to accommodate the loss of a Monday class during that semester 

o If we start the semester early, it will have significant ramifications for ALL of the events (e.g. 
orientation) that are scheduled during August 

o Michael Mungin reported that NONE of the people he discussed the idea with supported it, not 
even a little bit. 


